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Little more remains to be said before this silence, which
must never be interrupted except by realities. These are the
words necessary to express the Government's firm loyalty to
the Chief, Saviour of Spain: then other words to salute the
nation. They could not be other than those words, ennobled
with the blood of heroes and blackened by the powder of
a thousand victories; *Fiva Espana! Arrtba Espana!* "l
During the winter of 1937 the war proceeded slowly, as
both sides prepared for the 1938 spring offensive. Franco's
activities were centred on strengthening the battle lines on
the north-eastern front extending from Huesca southward
to Teruel. The lines around Madrid were quiet, as was the
case in Andalusia. Franco's campaign was directed against
the strategic military objectives only. A temporary Na-
tionalist set-back was the destruction and loss of Teruel on
December 21, 1937. However, by February 19, 1938*
Franco's soldiers were camped on all sides of the demolished
city, and awaiting the white flag of surrender before trying
to take it by storm. On February 22, his troops recaptured
Teruel.
On March 9, Franco began his great offensive on the
Aragon front in the effort to dismember the Barcelona-
Valencia-Madrid government, and carry the war to a suc-
cessful conclusion. In rapid succession Belchite, Caspe,
Alcaniz, Fraga, and a number of other objectives were
captured, advancing the Nationalist battle front to the
Catalonian border in the north-east and to within forty miles
of the Mediterranean Sea to the south-east. Meeting little
resistance. Franco's armies pushed forward eighty miles on
the Aragon front in less than three weeks. By the end of
March, 1938, they reached L6rida, key city of Catalonia.
Nothing was able to stay the relentless onslaught of Franco's
1 This English translation of the full text was published in The Tablet?
London, February 12, 1938.